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Dave Jones' Life
Inspires a Vision for Ministry
Spring Events
www.cedarville.edu/ calendar

May
3

l 12'h Annual Commencement

Visit www.cedarville.edu/summer
to learn about sports camps at
Ceda.rville and other opportunities
for the whole family.

Alumni Events
May
15
22

Regional Event - Atlanta,
Georgia with Dr. Brown
Chapter Event - Los Angeles,
California with Dr. Brown

June
2
Chapter Event - Indianapolis,
Indiana
14 Chapter Event - Miami Valley,
Ohio

July
22

Regional Event - Virginia
Beach, Virginia

Known as an outstanding sportsman with a heart for outreach, both on
and off the soccer field, Dave Jones '84 was a four-year letter winner, threeyear starter, and voted Most Valuable Player. In 1981, his team competed
in the national championship of the National Christian College Athletic
Association. Dave's teammates remember him as a captain and friend
whose leadership and compassion for others was more than worthy of their
admiration and respect.
Dave had a profound influence on the spiritual growth of a number of
soccer players during his four years at Cedarville, including Tom Fite '86.
"Dave was a tremendous example of leadership, work ethic, and passion
for using soccer as a ministry." Tom said. "Dave introduced me to an
organization he was involved in called Sports Life, and I went with a team to
Europe. This experience opened my eyes to ministry and to the world. Dave
is the one who sparked my vision for sports ministry, and I thought someday
I would be working with him. Then Dave ended up going into the service.
Dave also had a passion to fly."
On August 9, 1992, while flying a Cobra helicopter on maneuvers in
Kuwait, Dave suddenly stepped into eternity and went home with his Lord,
leaving behind a wife and two young sons. At his memorial service, Coach
John McGillivray '70 noted that Dave "had accomplished more for the cause
of Christ in his 30 years on earth than most of us will in 60 or 70 years. His
impact for Christ will be felt for generations
to come. "

Not long after his death, several soccer
alumni established a scholarship in honor of
Call 1-800-837-2566 or visit
their revered team captain. The Dave Jones
www.cedarville.edu/alumni
Memorial Soccer Award is given annually
to learn about CU alumni
and recognizes one male and one female
chapters in your area.
soccer player whose life most exemplifies the
character qualities of Dave's life - a love for
the game of soccer and a giving heart to the ministries of Christ. The family and friends
of Dave Jones hope that it will encourage recipients to continue his legacy of faith,
excellence, and compassion.

The third annual Dave Jones Memorial Soccer Classic will be held at Ceda.rville
September 12-13. Friends and teammates of Dave Jones, and all soccer enthusiasts,
are invited to attend. Admission proceeds will benefit the Dave Jones Memorial Soccer
Award. More details about this event will be available this summer.

Parents came out to watch their kids play and remarked
it was the best thing they'd done together as a family.
Soon, Tom began to receive requests to come and run
similar camps at other churches in other states.

This is their seventh
week on the road. The
summer has been a
scorcher, and they've
been out in it all day,
every day, teaching
soccer skills to hundreds
of kids. Just 74 more
miles to next week's
camp site on this travel
day, their day off. The
coaches, mostly college
students from around
the country, are tired
but remarkably upbeat - yesterday, a first grader asked
Jesus into her heart.

By the early 90s, Tom and his wife, Meg, were deeply
invested, but this was not their primary vocation.
Through a series of personal connections, they learned
about Missionary Athletes International (MAI), an
organization committed to reaching people for Christ
through athletics. The Fites began raising support to be
part of that organization's soccer ministry in England.
P LAY WITH SKILL

After Roger graduated from Cedarville in 1990, he
reconnected with Tom and began assisting with the
growing soccer camp program during the summers
while working full time in retail management. When the
business unexpectedly closed, Roger found himself with
a nice severance package and plenty of free time, so he
decided to make a trip to England to visit the Fites and
help with the soccer ministry there. His visit lasted three
months, and his friendship with Tom grew along with
his vision for sports ministry.

On Goal Ministries began with twists and turns, false
starts, near misses, three continents, two friends, and a
Cedarville connection everywhere you turn. Tom Fite
'86 and Roger Swigart '90 are enjoying the ride.
PLAY WITH PuRPOSE

The success of the soccer program is what drew Tom
Fite* to Cedarville University. Through the mentoring
of his coach, John McGillivray '70, and his team
captain, Dave Jones '84, Tom witnessed what it was
like to have a deep relationship with Christ. He saw
the difference in their lives, and he knew he wanted to
follow Christ wholeheartedly.

Roger went on to become licensed so he could coach
at the college level. He coached in Minnesota before
joining the staff at Cedarville, where he led soccer
MIS trips to England and Bangladesh. He then moved
up to the semi-pro level before pursuing a coaching
opportunity in South Africa.

As a senior, Tom helped with a high school soccer clinic
at Cedarville where he met "a great little player with
glasses named Roger." The following year, Tom became
an assistant coach with the Yellow Jackets soccer team
while he finished his degree, and Roger Swigart joined
the team as a freshman. They could not have known this
would be the start of a lifelong friendship.

P LAY T OGETHER

As the soccer camps continued to grow and multiply
at home, Tom and his wife began considering whether
they should pursue this expanding ministry full time.
They sought counsel from their church and from leaders
within MAI. After much prayer, they decided to step out
on faith and officially establish On Goal Ministries.

When Tom graduated from Cedarville, he began
coaching high school soccer in his hometown of
Milford, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. He looked
for opportunities to share Christ with the kids in the
community, so he and his pastor decided to put on a
soccer clinic at the church and called it On Goal Soccer
Camp. It opened with 30 children, then 40, then 100.

One week later, out of the blue, Tom received a phone
call from South Africa. Roger was calling to say he
wanted to come back to the States and work with On
Goal. A week after that, a third partner phoned - a

* Tom Fite was inducted into the Yellow Jackets Hall of Fame in 1997.
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soccer ball salesman by trade. Butch Morley had heard
about this growing ministry through a friend and
wanted to spearhead the effort in Florida.
And just like that ... On Goal Ministries was formed!

WHAT

IS THE SCOPE OF ON GOAL TODAY?

ROGER. We began with camps for 3rd - 8'h graders.
A few years ago we added a half-day camp for
kindergarten through 2°d grade, and an advanced camp
for high-schoolers.
TOM: We are working with about 20 churches in 7
states, and we are still adding camps for the summer. We
also have ministries established in Scotland and Brazil.

WHAT 1s

ON GoAL's PHILOSOPHY OF COACHING?

ROGER: We teach kids the game of soccer and shape
their athletic development in specific ways to help them
become more effective. Our primary purpose is
to communicate Christ's love through the way we
coach. Some kids have only experienced negative
coaching - a lot of yelling on the sidelines. Young
athletes can internalize that, and we want our approach
to be different.
Kids respond to encouragement. That doesn't mean we
tell them "good job" when they are making mistakes, but
we come alongside them, teach them a better way, and
encourage them as they learn.

WHAT

IS THE ORGANIZATIONS PHILOSOPHY
OF MINISTRY?

TOM: We teach our kids and our coaches the "total
player philosophy":

•
•
•
•
•

Play with passion
Play with skill
Play together
Play with honor
Play with purpose

These soccer principles also guide how we think about
ministry - doing all things in unity, with quality
and integrity.
A significant part of On Goal's focus, beyond
community outreach, is the ministry we have with the
college students who serve with us as coaches. It's hard
work to be an On Goal coach, and it's amazing how well
they handle the rigorous schedule. They realize they're
there for the kids, and they are inspired to serve God in
this way.

WHAT

IS IT LIKE TO SEE YOUR STORY REPEAT IN
STUDENTS' LIVES?

TOM: Take a guy like Josh Gelser. Or even Roger.
Like many first-year coaches, they were on the quiet
side, a bit reserved, but great players. We see these
college players get involved in a ministry like this, really
committed, and suddenly we see their passion and the
impact On Goal starts to have in their lives. That is such
a rewarding part of this ministry.
HOW MUCH OF YOUR COACHING AND MINISTRY
PHILOSOPHY WAS SHAPED AT CEDARVILLE?

OGER. We strive to do everything - soccer and
ministry - with excellence, and we saw that modeled at
Cedarville. I think of my coach, John McGillivray. He
was always a positive, encouraging person. I'm pretty
stubborn - it took a lot of tough love to bring me to
maturity - but John was a great example of what it
means to love people.
(continued on page 4)

or less. That helped me narrow down what it is that I
really love: working with kids and helping them learn.

TOM: When I was at Cedarville, I didn't know right
away how much it would impact my life. One of
the great things about Cedarville and my soccer
experience was the encouragement I received. I loved
it when professors came out to our games and talked
with me as we walked down the sidewalk. Other times
it was a simple note of encouragement. Think of all
the students they touched who went on to be leaders,
encouraging others.

HOW DID YOU KNOW THIS IS

It is incredible to think that God has used us to impact
people's lives. Using something we enjoy for Him has
been a privilege. I am thankful.

TOM: We never had time to stop and plan this out.
We've just been trying to keep up with what God is
doing and how He is leading us. When I get an e-mail
or call from someone sharing the impact the ministry
has had on their lives, I can only be grateful to God. It's
not us. We're just trying to be faithful to carry on in the
direction God has led us to pour our lives into. It makes
everything worth it.

HOW YOU WANTED

TO INVEST YOUR LIFE?

ROGER· I took a logical approach to my career path,
simply asking, "What am I good at? What do I love to
do? Who could I do that with?"

On Goal holds soccer camps all year long, all over the
country, for kids in kindergarten through high school.
. More information about this ministry can be found
online at www.ongoal.org.

I studied coaching and leadership at Virginia
Commonwealth as a graduate student, and we had to
summarize a mission statement for our life in 25 words

had sinned and felt even more separated from God.
Later that night, before I fell asleep, I prayed and
became a Christian.

Jillian Losee '07 was the first On
Goal camper to accept Christ
through this ministry and then
come back into the program as a
coach. Years later, her On Goal
connection led her Cedarville
where she played four years with
the Lady jackets soccer team.

I went to On Goal camps every summer after that. It
was the only time I heard the truth and could learn
more about God and what it means to be a Christian.
When I grew too old to be a camper, I joined On Goal
as a coach.

I was seven years old when I
attended an On Goal soccer
camp for the first time in July
1993. I loved soccer, and I found
that I also enjoyed the Bible times
we had every day. My family
never went to church; but I had been taught there was
a God, and as long as I was a good person I would go
to heaven.

This was the first time I was able to see Christianity as a
lifestyle. The coaches did Bible studies together, prayed,
served, and talked about the Lord and His work. Each
summer I would come back and continually build on
the foundation that they established in me.
On Goal has given me the gospel, encouragement,
an impeccable Christ-like example, a summer job,
cultivation of my passion, and love for the Lord, and
lifelong friends as well. This ministry's goals are so
rightly focused that God's love cannot help but shine
through it.

One day my coach, Ellen Burkhard* '97, explained how
sin separates us from God. I stayed after Bible time to
talk with her, and she continued to explain the gospel to
me and how I could become a Christian. I went into the
bathroom and started crying because I knew I

*Ellen Burkhard was instrumental in founding the intercollegiate
women's soccer team at Cedarville in 1997.
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a shared soccer connection to hold the attention of kids
and their parents and present Christ to them.

j osh Geiser is a 2 007
recip ient of the Dave
Jones Memorial
Soccer Award. H e is
a senior mechanical
engineering maj or
and the varsity team
cap tain.

The Dave Jones Memorial Soccer Award came when my
academic scholarship ended. It was a huge blessing from
God that I didn't have to take out any more loans. It was
really cool to meet the Jones family and hear about Dave
and his faith.
My scholarships have allowed me to do what I love,
and I've worked with On Goal the last three summers.
That has allowed me to contribute some toward my
education, but not as much as an engineering internship
would have provided. But knowing that I will graduate
without a lot of debt has freed up my summers. And
those summers have changed my life.

For assistance in establishing a scholarship
p lease contact Kim Longo, director of the
Cedarville Fund and Scholarship Services,
at longok@cedarville.edu or call 1-800766-1115. More information is also
available on our web site:
www.cedarville.edu/ giftlegacy.

I have learned so much from Coach Ben Belleman
about how to integrate my Christian faith with my sport
and use soccer as a witnessing tool. I love that. It has
changed the way I view sharing my faith. It has
been an integral part of my life in developing my
Christian character.
Coach has instilled four pillars for the team:
brotherhood, intensity, worship, and ministry.
Brotherhood is why I initially came to Cedarville, and
I have made some lifelong friends. Intensity is how he
expects us to play on the field. I have learned to view
everything I do on the field as an act of worship.

the Center for Biblical and Theological Studies
Proclaimi ng th e Light of t h e Wo rl d

Announcing
The $500,000 Challenge Grant

Athletes are given specific skills, just like musicians,
writers, biologists, etc. Whether I am running sprints
after practice, scoring
gt at
the winning goal, or
working with kids at
I will graduate
soccer camps - when I
do those things to the
without a lot of
best of my ability, I am
performing a focused
debt has freed up act of worship to God
through soccer.

The Goal: Complete the $ 14 million funding
for the Center for Biblical and
Theological Studies

The Challenge: Raise $1.5 Million in gifts and
commitments by December 31, 2008

The Reward: Receive a $500,000 Challenge Grant
Give online at www.cedarville.edu/cbts
or call 1-800-766-1115

my summers. And

those summers hav
changed my life."

As for ministry, my
experience with On
Goal was the first time
I ever thought to use
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Along with music and
Christian Ministries at
Cedarville, athletics is
probably the most visible
program on campus . We
live out the Christian life in
the heat of competition. I
think that's what makes us
so unique.

love to win; but foremost is our testimony, and our
coaches reinforce that.

This philosophy began in large part because of Dr. Don
Callan. As athletic director, men's head basketball coach
(among other coaching positions), and a co-creator
of the MIS program, he laid an early foundation that
Cedarville's athletic program would strive to reach
the world for Jesus Christ through sports, as well as
developing our athletes spiritually, academically, and
When I coached women's
athletically. He began taking teams overseas to run
basketball, we would meet
basketball clinics and present the gospel. His leadership
and example encouraged me to lead similar women's
regularly with opposing
teams after the game to
basketball and softball teams to Portugal, Hungary, and
share a pizza and present the
the Dominican Republic. As our students pray about
gospel.
going and how God might use them
easy
to
get
caug
As a result, a young woman at
on these mission trips, they see God's
Urbana University was saved! That
faithfulness, provision, and His hand
up in the world's view at work.
happened during a particularly rough
season of injuries and other struggles.
In all my years of working with
of success: winning
Our team had determined to pull
Cedarville
athletes, I have rarely
together, support one another, and
found a student who wants to play
and losing, the score
live out our faith on the court.
for her own glory. It is always about
This young woman's friend told me
the team and how we can best
on the board. At
about her decision saying it was the
represent Christ. This isn't something
testimony of our team in the midst
Cedarville, we love to the coaches demand - our students
of adversity that really spoke to her
live it. The spiritual growth of
heart, and she wanted what the
our athletes is a vital part of their
win; but foremost is o
Cedarville women had.
maturing experience as young men
This is not unique to basketball;
and women.
testimony ...
every other coach in this program
This distinctive quality of our
could tell a similar story. Dr. Elaine Brown, the
athletic program draws students to play here, and they
volleyball coach before me, started the "honor call."
want
to come back and coach here, because of what
When a player goes up to block as the other team spikes,
Cedarville stands for. I love building into my students'
sometimes the ball will graze the blocker's fingertips .
and staying in touch. They send me pictures
lives
This penalty can be hard for the official to see. If the
of their children, and one of my former players just
umpire doesn't call it, our students will call it themselves
e-mailed to tell me she is bringing her daughter to
and volunteer that they touched the ball. I can't tell you
campus for a college visit.
the times this has impacted a game, even turning a game
against us, but it was the right thing to do. And that
Our athletes want to play hard and we want to win,
standard remains; it's just part of Cedarville volleyball.
but we want to represent Christ first and foremost. It is
It's a testimony to who we are and Who we represent.
always for His glory.

.

,,

Every day we hear about scandals in business, politics,
and professional sports - where is integrity? It is easy to
get caught up in the world's view of success: winning
and losing, the score on the board. At Cedarville, we

Kathy Freese is in her 1 ?"year at Cedarville University
where she coached basketball volleyball and softball for
11 years. The NCC4A awards the Kathy Freese Player of
the Year Award for women's basketball in her honor.
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WHAT LESSONS DID YOU LEARN AS A STUDENT
ATHLETE THAT PREPARED YOU FOR YOUR
PROFESSION?

DoMINic McKINLEY '92
• Family and Sports Medicine
physician in Greensboro,
North Carolina
• Inducted into the Yellow
jackets Hall ofFame in
2003
• Member of Cedarville's
Trustee Board since 2007

1. Things don't come easy. You have to work hard.
2. Appreciate the role others invest in you to help you
get where you are.

WHAT DOES

IT MEAN TO YOU TO SERVE ON
CEDARVILLE's BoARD?

It means a great deal to me; I believe in what Cedarville
has to offer. We have the responsibility to ensure that
Cedarville stays on its mission - providing a Christcentered education - so it's a little like coming into a
conversation that's been going on for many years.

AMONG YOUR EXPERIENCES AT

CEDARVILLE,
WHAT HAS MADE A LASTING IMPRESSION?

There is a strong commitment to building up students
and helping them grow in their walk with the Lord. The
support you receive as a student - it's not something
you ask for, but you appreciate. I am especially grateful
for professors like Larry Helmick '63, Jim Phipps '68,
Terry Phipps '70, and Don Callan who cared about my
progress and helped me succeed.

When I was a student, I thought Trustees were a group
of "important people" tucked away somewhere in a
big room making decisions. As I've grown to know
other Board members, I've learned they are people just
like me who come together for the purpose of serving
Cedarville. We laugh, cry, pray, love the Lord, and desire
the best for our University.

''
BRITTANY SMART

'07 IS

ONE OF MANY CU ATHLETES "GIVING BACK'

While at Cedarville, Brittany
I owe a big thanks to the University and the people
Smart set 23 career, season,
there who were so meaningful in my life, on and off
and single-game records. She
the court. I know my giving will be worthwhile because
is the women's
Cedarville is focused on doing all they
basketball
can, with all they have, to further the
I know my
career scoring
kingdom of God.
leader in Ohio,
giving will be
I gave my first gift to Cedarville because
in all divisions,
I want to be a catalyst in the continuing
with 3,236
worthwhile ...
ministry of the basketball team and enable
points. She was
them to bring their ministry to an even
a three-time
higher
level
of
impact. As people faithfully give to this
NAIA All-American and the
program, and to the University as a whole, Cedarville
NAIA Division II National
will
continue to stand for spiritual integrity, academic
Player of the Year in 2007.
excellence, and shine as a light in a dark world.
Brittany now plays professionally in Belgi.um with the
Point Chaud Sprimont Basketball Club.
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PHIL SAVAGE
GENERAL MANAGER OF THE CLEVELAND BROWNS

Dr. Adrian Rogers, a noted pastor and author, said, "Mature faith is
believing in God's supernatural powers, accepting his sovereign purposes,
and trusting in his settled promises."
We are living in a world of distraction: cell phones, BlackBerries, e-mail,
Internet at your fingertips. It's easy to get sidetracked. But I believe that if
you will be still and listen for the Lord, He will guide your steps and give
you a directed purpose for your life.
It's exciting to know that God truly knows the number of hairs on your
head. He's going to guide your steps. He's going to send you wherever He
wants you to go as long as you are willing to follow Him.

Phil Savage's brother, Joe, has founded an NFL ministry organization called
Winners Influence (www.winnersinfluence.com). Phil's complete message
can be found online atwww.ThePath.fm. Call 1-800-333-0601 to order
cassettes, CDs, or DVDs from the chapel archives.

To send a comment about Update or send a note of
encouragement to alumni or students quoted in this
issue, please contact:

e

• Pray for the summer ministries at youth sports
camps reaching children and families for Christ.
• Pray for the class of 2008 as they finish well and
prepare to graduate.
• Pray and give thanks for the way Cedarville alumni
are investing in lives and leading people to life's
greatest goal: knowing Christ.

EDARVILLE
FUND

Cedarvi l l e Un i versity

Carol Lee '96
251 N. Main St.
Cedarville, OH 45314
carollee@cedarville.edu
937-766-6532

Share your prayer requests with the Cedarville family
on our website: www.ceda.rville.edu/prayer.

You can visit us or give online at:
www.cedarville.edu/ donors.

8

@

The Update is pri nted on recycled paper.

